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Background
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1) "Cancer Registry and Statistics", Cancer Statistics Update, Cancer Information Service, National Cancer Center, Japan
2) "Schedule of the Government and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology on Cancer Education", 

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
3) "Concept for Cancer Education at School (Report)" 2015, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

4) "Publication of Cancer Education Implementation Status Survey Results in 2021" published in 2022, 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

 At present, it is estimated that approximately 1 in 2 Japanese people will 
get "cancer" in their lifetime.1)

 Based on such situation, the Educational Guidelines were revised to 
clearly state "Cancer Education", implementing the cancer education 
classes at elementary, junior high, and high schools since FY2020 (see 
the next page).2)

 Given the high specialty of cancer, the participation and cooperation of 
external lecturers, including medical professionals, are expected for the 
implementation of cancer education.3)

 Meanwhile, only 8.4% of schools provided "cancer education utilizing 
external lecturers" (approximately 40% of them were medical doctors) in 
FY2021 (total number of responding schools: 36,194).4)
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Background
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2017

The 29th year of Heisei
2018

The 30th year of Heisei

2019

The 1st year of Reiwa

2020

The 2nd year of Reiwa

2021

The 3rd year of Reiwa
2022

The 4th year of Reiwa
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nCancer Control Act (revised on December 16, 2016) Note: Revised for cancer education

Article 23 The national and local governments shall take measures necessary to promote cancer education at schools and 

in society so that the public can deepen the knowledge on cancer and understanding of cancer patients.
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[Commissioned project]

- Preparation of cancer 

educational materials by 

the education 

committee, etc.

- Dispatching lecturers 

such as medical 

specialists

- Holding training 

sessions for teachers 

and school staff, etc.

The 3rd Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs [6 years from FY2017 to FY2022]
(Cabinet decision on October 24, 2017; partially changed on March 9, 2018)

[Individual goal]

The government shall make efforts to enhance cancer education by establishing a system to utilize external lecturers according to 

the actual situation of each region based on the understanding of the implementation status nationwide.

Nationwide Survey on Cancer Education Implementation Status

◆ Dissemination and enlightenment of cancer education following the New Educational Guidelines
 Improving the quality of teachers and external lecturers based on the New Educational Guidelines.

- Implementation of practical cancer education training sessions for teachers and external lecturers

 Nationwide dissemination and enlightenment of advanced cases.

- Holding symposiums on cancer education to introduce advanced cases, etc.

◆ Implementation of cancer education according to the actual situation of each region
 Support to efforts for cancer education according to the New Educational Guidelines and actual situation of 

each region.

Comprehensive support project for cancer education [Commissioned project]

- Preparation and distribution of cancer educational materials by the education committee, etc.

- Implementation of cancer education by external lecturers such as school physicians, cancer specialists, 

and persons with experience of cancer

- Establishment of the utilization system of external lecturers such as the preparation of the list (from FY2019)

Activities related to revision of the Educational Guidelines

Elementary 

school

Junior high 

school

High school

Thorough 

notification

Preliminary implementation

Preliminary implementation
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Thorough notification

Full implementation (from FY2020)

Full implementation (from FY2021)

Preliminary implementation Implemented serially 

(from FY2022)
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Purpose of the planning
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Based on the current situation and issues surrounding the cancer education, 
CareNet has started activities to promote the participation of medical doctors in 

“cancer education” as part of the efforts for SDGs of a medical education medium 
that has 200,000 or more member physicians.

Cancer Education in Schools
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Introduction of contents posted
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Interview video
"The future opened up by cancer education 
(first, middle, and last parts)"

A slide explaining data related to cancer education
"Graphic explanation: Current status of cancer 
education”

Results of voluntary questionnaire conducted 
with CareNet member physicians
"Cancer education questionnaire"

Video explaining cancer education 
trial lessons and the know-how
(Planned)

[Casts]
Dr. Jiichiro Sasaki
(Kitasato University)
Mr. Shinsuke Kasai
(Freelance announcer/ 
Cancer survivor)

Cancer education materials for children
(Planned)

Content of interviews with medical doctors 
involved in cancer education
(Planned)

Contents tied up with companies
(Planned)

Etc. We will continue to promote the planning.


